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The pessimist says, 'the glass is half empty.' The 
op3mist says, 'The glass is half full,' and the journalist 
says, 'You won't believe what's in the glass!' 

Hi! I'm Georgiana, and I'm glad you're here with me 
for a new podcast episode.  

Today, we will discuss the different types of 
journalism we can find in the media. 

Before you start listening to the episode, make sure 
to get the transcript on my 
website: SpeakEnglishPodcast.com It's free! 

Are you ready? 

Let's start with the first one: 

The news 
News is a crucial and representaIve category of 
informaIve journalism. It covers recent and intriguing 
poliIcal, sports, cultural, and social events. 

Objec9vity is a vital but oLen lacking aspect of news. 
Ideally, a news story should be imparIal and 
unbiased, but this isn't always true. 

Brevity is another key aspect of news. A news story 
should be concise and include only essenIal data. It 
should only focus on giving informaIon about the 
event. 

A typical news story consists of several parts: 

• Firstly, we have the headline. It has a larger font 
and expresses the main idea of the news story. It is 
a short sentence. For example,  

"Georgiana launches a new course." That would be a 
good headline. 
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• Moving on to the lead, it is a kind of summary 
where the fundamentals of the news story are 
discussed. It serves as a summary introducing the 
main aspects of the news story, answering essenIal 
quesIons like what, how, who, where, when, and 
why. 

• Lastly, we have the body of the news story, where 
further details and informaIon are provided 
beyond what's covered in the headline and lead. 

Let's uncover another element of journalism: 

The report 
A report is a more detailed news story that provides 
various data, background informaIon, and opinions 
from those involved. 
Unlike news stories, reports can include the writer's 
opinion, making them somewhat subjecIve.  

TradiIonally, reporters oLen went to the story's 
scene and prepared reports that helped readers 
understand what was happening. 

However, in today's technologically-driven world, this 
pracIce isn't always followed. Some reports are 
created from the newsroom, relying heavily on 
internet research. While it reduces costs, it can 
compromise the report's quality since journalists 
aren't physically present at the events. 

I really like this expression: "You have to hit the 
streets." It emphasizes the importance of journalists 
leaving the newsroom, immersing themselves in 
events, conducIng interviews, observing firsthand, 
and gathering relevant informaIon. 

Lastly, let's explore another aspect of journalism: 
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The interview 
It's a simple yet powerful conversaIon between a 
journalist and an interviewee. 
Journalists oLen edit interviews, removing less 
relevant parts. However, this can be controversial as it 
alters how readers or listeners perceive the interview. 

An interview report is another type of interview that 
includes the quesIons and answers and details about 
the interviewee and their surroundings. It may also 
include relevant biographical informaIon, providing a 
more complete and in-depth picture of the person. 

What do you think? Now that you know all this, 
would you like to become a journalist? One thing is 
for sure: today, we have learned useful expressions 
and vocabulary you can use in conversaIons. 

Let's conInue with a point-of-view story.  

POV-Story 
 (Learn grammar in context) 

I will tell you the same story twice. So make sure to 
focus on the changes. 
You can find these techniques fully implemented in 
my premium courses. 

 
 
 
 

SpeakEnglishPodcast.com/courses 

Get more lessons at: SpeakEnglishPodcast.com 
 4

https://speakenglishpodcast.com/
https://speakenglishpodcast.com/courses/
https://speakenglishpodcast.com/courses/


Okay! Let’s start! 

Let's listen to the story in the past tense in the 
second person singular. 

You always dreamed of being a great journalist. 
ALer graduaIng in journalism with honors, you 
got a job at a big media company. 

At work, you used what you learned in college 
and wrote news stories that were fair and 
truthful.  

However, your boss wanted you to make the 
news more sensaIonal and follow a different 
approach. 

Feeling like you weren't doing your job properly 
by following your boss's instrucIons, you 
decided to quit and started your own blog 
called "News Bites." There, you shared short 
and objecIve news stories. 

Although you enjoyed your work, your blog 
only had a small audience: your mother and 
four friends. 

Determined to keep reporIng honestly, you 
covered silly and unusual news stories like the 
annual ugly dog contest or the sausage-
throwing championship. 

Your unique and entertaining approach became 
popular on social media, and your blog became 
the most-read in the world. This brought you 
fame and recogniIon as a journalist, even 
though you only reported on bizarre news. 
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As your reputaIon grew, you were eventually 
offered a job at a major news network. With 
your show, you conInued covering strange and 
funny stories while addressing serious issues 
with your characterisIc wit and honesty. 

Okay, now I'll tell you the same story, in the 
future tense, in the first person. 

I will always dream of being a great journalist. 
ALer graduaIng in journalism with honors, I 
will land a job at a big media company. 
 
At work, I will use what I learned in college and 
write news stories that are fair and truthful. 
However, I will consider my opIons if my boss 
wants me to make the news more sensaIonal 
and follow a different approach. 
 
Feeling like I won't be doing my job properly by 
following my boss's instrucIons, I may quit and 
start my own blog called "News Bites." There, I 
will share short and objecIve news stories. 

Although I will enjoy my work, my blog may 
iniIally have a small audience: my mother and 
four friends. 

Determined to keep reporIng honestly, I will 
cover silly and unusual news stories like the 
annual ugly dog contest or the sausage-
throwing championship. 

My unique and entertaining approach may 
become popular on social media, and my blog 
one of the most-read in the world. This could 
bring me fame and recogniIon as a journalist, 
even though I may only report on bizarre news. 
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As my reputaIon grows, I may eventually be 
offered a job at a major news network. With 
my own show, I will conInue to cover strange 
and funny stories while addressing serious 
issues with my characterisIc wit and honesty. 

Okay! That's the end of this short exercise.  

Visit SpeakEnglishPodcast.com/courses, to get 
my premium courses. They are designed for learning 
by listening. 

Okay! We have reached the end of this episode. 
See you soon! 

Bye! Bye!              

  Georgiana 

 
founder of 
SpeakEnglishPodcast.com
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