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The Great Gatsbhy

Full transcript - speaking practice - vocabulary review

Hi! I'm Georgiana, and I'm back with a new episode. I'm here to help you speak English more easily and with
confidence.

Today, we will discuss the famous book The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald. This story takes us to the 1920s, a
time of jazz music, big parties, and fancy clothes in the United States.

The Great Gatsby is about a rich and mysterious man named Jay Gatsby. He lives in a huge house and has big parties
every weekend, but not many people know much about him. Nick Carraway, Gatsby's neighbor, who has just moved
to the area, tells the story.
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Gatsby is in love with Daisy Buchanan, a woman he met before going to war. Daisy is married to Tom Buchanan, a
wealthy but rude man. Gatsby believes he can make Daisy love him again, and he works very hard to impress her
with his money and lifestyle.

As the story continues, we see Gatsby's dream of being with Daisy. But this dream leads to problem:s like jealousy,
sadness, and even tragedy.

The book also introduces other characters, like Daisy's arrogant and controlling husband, Tom Buchanan; Jordan
Baker, a professional golfer, and Nick's friend; and Myrtle Wilson, a woman whose life becomes surprisingly
connected to Gatsby's and Daisy's.

Themes:
Dreams and Reality:

Gatsby dreams of being with Daisy, but sometimes, our dreams don't match reality. This story shows what happens
when we try to make dreams come true at any cost.

Love and Hope:
Gatsby loves Daisy and hopes for a future with her, but his love might not be as simple as it seems.
Money and Society:

The book discusses the differences between people born rich, like Tom and Daisy, and those who became rich later,
like Gatsby. It also shows how money doesn't always bring happiness.

The Past and the Future:

Gatsby wants to bring back the past, but life doesn't always let us go back. This story makes us think about how the
past shapes our future.

The Movie Adaptation:

Did you know The Great Gatsby has been turned into a movie several times? The most famous version is the 2013
film. The film shows the glamour and excitement of the 1920s with beautiful costumes, music, and settings. It also
stays true to the story, showing the romance, dreams, and sadness of Gatsby's life.

If you've never read the book, the movie is a great way to enjoy this classic story.
Now, let’s practice.

Mini-Story —
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Speaking Practice

Answer each question out loud. Then listen to the answer and respond quickly.
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Q &A SPEAKING PRACTICE

Let’s Start!

Jay Gatsby was a rich and mysterious man who lived in a big mansion and hosted grand parties every weekend.
Was Gatsby poor?

No, Gatsby was not poor. He was very rich.

Did Gatsby live in a small house?

No, Gatsby lived in a big mansion.

Did Gatsby host quiet dinners?

No, no. Gatsby hosted grand parties every weekend.

Did people know a lot about Gatsby?

No, people didn’t know much about Gatsby. He was mysterious.

Gatsby was in love with Daisy Buchanan, a married woman he had met before going to war.
Was Gatsby single?

Yes, Gatsby was single. He was not married.

Who was Gatsby in love with?

Daisy Buchanan. Gatsby was in love with Daisy Buchanan.

Was Daisy single, too?

No, Daisy was not single. She was married.

Did Gatsby meet Daisy after the war?

No, he met Daisy before going to war.

He believed that he could win Daisy back by showing her his wealth and the grand life he had built.
What did Gatsby want to do? Forget Daisy?

No, Gatsby didn’t want to forget Daisy. He wanted to win her back.

How did Gatsby try to win Daisy? By writing her letters?

No, not by writing letters. He tried to impress her with his wealth and grand lifestyle.

Why did Gatsby want to win Daisy back? Was it because he hated her?

No. No. He didn't hate Daisy. He wanted to win her back because he was in love with her.
But Daisy was married to Tom Buchanan, a proud and rude man, who didn’t treat her very well.
Who was Daisy married to?

Tom Buchanan. Daisy was married to Tom Buchanan. Was Tom kind and gentle?

No, Tom was not kind or gentle. He was proud and rude.

Did Tom treat Daisy well?

No, Tom didn’t treat Daisy very well.

As the story went on, Gatsby and Daisy’s love created problems for everyone. Gatsby’s dream of being with Daisy led
to jealousy, arguments, and even tragedy.

Did everything go smoothly for Gatsby and Daisy?

No, things did not go smoothly. Their love caused problems.

What kind of problems did their love cause? Simple ones?

No, not simple problems. Their love caused jealousy, arguments, and tragedy.
What was Gatsby’s dream?

To be with Daisy. Gatsby’s dream was to be with Daisy.

Did Gatsby’s dream bring happiness to everyone?

No, Gatsby’s dream didn’t bring happiness. It led to tragedy.

In the end, Gatsby’s dream of love and wealth showed how chasing dreams can sometimes lead to disappointment
and heartbreak.

Did Gatsby’s dream come true?
No, his dream didn’t fully come true.
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What did Gatsby’s dream teach us?

It taught us that chasing dreams can sometimes lead to disappointment and heartbreak.
Was the ending happy or sad?

Sad. The ending was sad. It was not a happy ending.

Well, we're finished with our short practice.

Answering many simple questions can improve your speaking, just like talking in real life.

Continue your speaking practice

Build fluency with guided audio lessons and mini-stories.
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Thanks for listening, and I'll see you in the next episode.

Review

Vocabulary from This Episode

Review useful words and expressions before listening again.

01 mysterious 02 glamour

difficult to understand or know much about. an attractive and exciting quality associated with wealth or
fame.

03 jealousy 04 tragedy

unhappiness caused by wanting what another person has. a serious story or event ending in suffering or death.

05 social class 06 reality

a group defined by wealth and social position. the true situation rather than a dream or idea.

07 wealthy 08 movie adaptation

having a great deal of money. a film based on a book or another work.
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