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Hi! I'm Georgiana, and I'm back with a new episode.
I'm here to help you speak English more easily and
with confidence.

Before we start, get the transcript. Visit:
SpeakEnglishPodcast.com/podcast

If you want to help me, SHARE the podcast with your
friends and family. That would make me very happy.
Thank you!

Great! Let's start!

Last time, we talked about false friends—words that
look similar in English and your native language, but
mean something very different.

Today, we’ll look at more examples so you can avoid
common mistakes and speak with more confidence.

And if you want to keep improving your English faster,
visit: SpeakEnglishPodcast.com/courses

Let’s get started!

Example 1: Actual

This one’s a classic false friend.

III |II

In Spanish, “actual” or in Portuguese “atual” means

“current” or “present.”

But in English, “actual” means real or true — not
“current.”
So if you say:

“My actual job is very interesting,”
you probably mean: “My current job.”
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But in English, it sounds like:
“My real job is interesting... as if | had a fake one
before!”

What should you say instead?
“My current job is very interesting.”

Example 2: Sensible

This word can be confusing.

In Spanish "sensible"or French "sensible", means
someone who is emotional or sensitive.

But in English, “sensible” means practical and
reasonable.
So if you say:

“I’'m a sensible person,”
you mean you’re emotional.

But in English, it sounds like:
“I always make smart, logical decisions.

)

What should you say instead?
“I'm a sensitive person.”

Example 3: Lecture

In English, a lecture is a class or a talk — usually at a
university.

But in Spanish or Portuguese, “lectura” or “leitura”
means “reading.”
So if you say:

“I had a long lecture at home yesterday,”
you probably mean you spent time reading.
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But in English, it sounds like:
You were attending a university talk at home!

What should you say instead?
“I did a lot of reading yesterday.”

Example 4: Library

This one causes confusion all the time.

In English, a library is a place where you borrow
books.

But in Spanish, “libreria” means bookstore — a place
where you buy books.

So if you say:
“I went to the library and bought a book,”
people might look at you strangely.

What should you say instead?
“l went to the bookstore and bought a book.”

Example 5: Fabric

This one sounds similar, but it’s the meaning is
completely different in English.

In English, fabric means cloth or material.

In Spanish, “fabrica” means factory — a place where
things are made.
So if you say:

“There’s a big fabric outside the city,”
people will imagine a huge piece of cloth on the road!
What should you say instead?
“There’s a big factory outside the city.”
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Example 6: Exit

This one sounds motivational in Spanish or
Portuguese — but not in English.

In English, exit means the way out.

In Spanish and Portuguese, “éxito” or “éxito” means
success.
So if you say:

“He finally had his exit in life,”

you probably mean he succeeded.

But in English, it sounds like:

He left... forever!

What should you say instead?
“He finally had success in life.”

Now, let’s practice with a mini-story.

Mini-Story L
(Practice your speaking)

I’ll tell you a short story, then I’ll ask you questions.
After each question, you’ll answer out loud. Then I’ll
confirm the correct answer. This helps you think in
English and improve your speaking.

If you want to practice more, get my
Premium Courses:

SpeakEnglishPodcast.com/courses

BEGINNER'S | | FLUENCY
COURSE COURSE COURSE :
0 R 8§ 7 [t ) ‘ (et ) 6 [ i)



https://www.speakenglishpodcast.com/courses
http://SpeakEnglishPodcast.com/courses
http://SpeakEnglishPodcast.com/courses
http://SpeakEnglishPodcast.com/courses
http://SpeakEnglishPodcast.com/courses
http://SpeakEnglishPodcast.com/courses
http://SpeakEnglishPodcast.com/courses
http://SpeakEnglishPodcast.com/courses
http://SpeakEnglishPodcast.com/courses
http://SpeakEnglishPodcast.com/courses
http://SpeakEnglishPodcast.com/courses
http://SpeakEnglishPodcast.com/courses
http://SpeakEnglishPodcast.com/courses
http://SpeakEnglishPodcast.com/courses
http://SpeakEnglishPodcast.com/courses
http://SpeakEnglishPodcast.com/courses
http://SpeakEnglishPodcast.com/courses
http://SpeakEnglishPodcast.com/courses
http://SpeakEnglishPodcast.com/courses
http://SpeakEnglishPodcast.com/courses
http://SpeakEnglishPodcast.com/courses
http://SpeakEnglishPodcast.com/courses
http://SpeakEnglishPodcast.com/courses
http://SpeakEnglishPodcast.com/courses
http://SpeakEnglishPodcast.com/courses
http://SpeakEnglishPodcast.com/courses
http://SpeakEnglishPodcast.com/courses
http://SpeakEnglishPodcast.com/courses
http://SpeakEnglishPodcast.com/courses
http://SpeakEnglishPodcast.com/courses
http://SpeakEnglishPodcast.com/courses
http://SpeakEnglishPodcast.com/courses
http://SpeakEnglishPodcast.com/courses
http://SpeakEnglishPodcast.com/courses
http://SpeakEnglishPodcast.com/courses
http://SpeakEnglishPodcast.com/courses
http://SpeakEnglishPodcast.com/courses
http://SpeakEnglishPodcast.com/courses
http://SpeakEnglishPodcast.com/courses
http://SpeakEnglishPodcast.com/courses
http://SpeakEnglishPodcast.com/courses
https://speakenglishpodcast.com/

Let's start!

Carlos was from Spain, and he had just moved to the
U.S. for work.

He wanted to improve his English and speak more
naturally.

Where was Carlos from?
From Spain. Carlos was from Spain.

Did he move to the U.S. or to Canada?
To the U.S. He moved to the United States.

Why did Carlos move? For vacation or for work?
For work. Carlos moved to the U.S. for work.

On his first day at work, Carlos told a coworker,

“My actual boss is very friendly.”

The coworker asked, “Do you mean your real boss or
your current boss?”

Carlos was confused. He meant his current boss.

What word did Carlos use?
Actual. He said, “My actual boss.”

Did he mean ‘real’ or ‘current’?
Current. But he said “actual,” which means “real” in
English.

Later, he said,

“I’'m a very sensible person.”

His colleague smiled and said, “That’s great! We need
logical people here.”

But Carlos meant he was sensitive, not logical.

Did Carlos say he was sensible or sensitive?
Sensible. He said, “I’'m a sensible person.”
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What did he mean?
He meant he’s sensitive—someone who feels
emotions easily.

That afternoon, Carlos said,

“I assisted the meeting this morning.”

His manager looked surprised and said, “Thanks!
What did you help with?”

Carlos laughed. He didn’t help. He just attended the
meeting.

What did Carlos say he did?
He said he assisted the meeting.

Did he help organize the meeting?
No. He only attended the meeting.

What should he have said?
“I| attended the meeting.”

The next day, he had a cold. He went to the pharmacy
and said,

“I’'m constipated.”

The pharmacist looked shocked and gave him
medicine for stomach problems!

Carlos just wanted tissues. He meant to say, “I have a
cold.”

What did Carlos say?
“I'm constipated.”

Was he talking about his stomach or his nose?
His nose. He had a cold, but he used the wrong word.

What should he have said?
“I have a cold,” or “I’'m congested.”

That night, his roommate was upset.
Carlos tried to comfort him and said,
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“I’'m very sympathetic.”
His roommate looked confused and asked, “Are you
sad too?”

Carlos meant “I’'m a nice guy,” but “sympathetic”
means you understand someone’s pain.

Did Carlos say he was sympathetic or friendly?
Sympathetic. He said he was sympathetic.

What does sympathetic mean in English?
It means you feel compassion when someone has a
problem.

What did Carlos want to say?
That he was a nice or friendly person.

On Saturday, Carlos went to the library to buy a book.
The librarian said, “Sorry, we don’t sell books here.”

Carlos realized he had confused the library with a
bookstore.

Did Carlos go to the library or the bookstore?
Library. But he wanted to buy a book.

Can you buy books at a library?
No, you borrow books at a library.

On Sunday, he visited a town near the city.
He saw a big building and said,
“That must be a huge fabric!”

His friend laughed and said, “Do you mean a
factory?”

What did Carlos call the building?
A fabric.

Was it a fabric or a factory?
A factory. “Fabric” means cloth, not a building.
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That night, Carlos told a friend,

“This trip has been a big exit for me.”

His friend looked confused, thinking Carlos was
leaving.

Carlos meant it was a big success.

What word did Carlos use?
Exit. He said it was a big exit.

What did he mean?
Success. He meant the trip was a big success.

On Monday, he made a new plan to improve his
English.

He said,

“Eventually, I'll speak like a native!”

But his friend asked, “You will for sure? Or are you not
sure?”

Carlos meant maybe—but in English, “eventually”
means definitely, just later.

What did Carlos say?
“Eventually, I'll speak like a native.”

Did he mean maybe or definitely?
Maybe. But “eventually” means finally, not maybe.

What should he have said?
“Maybe I'll speak like a native.”

Despite all the confusion, Carlos learned a lot from his
mistakes.
He wrote each new word in his notebook and smiled.

Did Carlos quit learning English?
No, no. He kept learning.

Did he get upset or laugh about the mistakes?
He laughed. He learned from each mistake.
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What helped him the most?
Experience. Making mistakes and learning from them.

All right. That’s the end of the story. Listen to this
mini-story many times to improve your speaking! See
you in the next lesson!

If you want to practice more, get my
Premium Courses:

<~ SpeakEnglishPodcast.com/courses

BEGHINNER'S FLGENCY MAGIC BUSINES§

COURSE COURSE COURSE Jo INTERVIEW COUR

founder of SpeakEnglishPodcast.com

Get more lessons at: SpeakEnglishPodcast.com
10
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